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7(57 April 29, 1904 

I am not aware that any work looking to the prevention of mosquito 
breeding has yet been undertaken in Nuevo Laredo. I was informed 
by Doctor Garza, however, that only one water barrel would be 
allowed each premises, and that an inspection service, to see that these 
were free from larvae, would be instituted. 
Respectfully, 

T. F. Richardson, 

Assistant Surgeon . 
The Surgeon-General. 

Larvm of Anopheles mosquito found in vicinity of Laredo. 

The following is received from Assistant-Surgeon Richardson under 
date of April 16: 

The larvae of Anopheles (species undetermined) have been found 
recentty in two arroyos and one pond in different parts of the out- 
skirts of the city. 

. The fact is of interest because it is claimed by several physicians 
that malaria never occurs in this locality. 

Disinfection work at localities on International and Great Northern 

Railroad. 

Temporary Acting Assistant Surgeon Cock reports from Moore 
Station, April 16 and 18, through Assistant Surgeon Richardson, as 
follows: 

We have disinfected, to date, 40 houses, containing 131 rooms, with 
about 28 remaining to do. We think the work will be completed 
to-day, weather being favorable. 

From the best data obtainable, from Doctor Williamson, a compe- 
tent local physician, and from the citizens, there were nearly 400 cases 
within a radius of 12 miles of this place, last season, of the disease 
termed "prevailing epidemic." 

The number of cases reported as treated by Doctor Williamson, on 
the salts and starvation plan, is 311: number of deaths, where black 
vomit was present, 7; number of deaths known to the intelligent laity, 
with black vomit present, 16 — all these cases occurring during the 
weeks when Doctor Williamson was confined -with the disease. 

The cooperation of the citizens here has been unanimous. They 
furnished men and teams promptly, and each insists on having his 
premises treated at once. 1 have lectured them constantly on the 
necessity for the liberal use of oil and the filling up of old wells and 
ponds. I have organized a citizens' league, whose duties will be to 
enforce sanitary rules. They will employ labor to cart off and burn 
all tin cans, clear away brush, oil waters, lime vaults, etc. We may 
also depend upon the local physician to report any suspicious cases. 

I drove to Devine (Medina County) } T esterday and consulted the 
county physician there. He acknowledges no infection there last 
season, but urges the Service to disinfect the entire town. 

Your message authorizing move to Devine has been received. We 
will have enough material left to work here two or three days only. 

Note. — Devine is in Medina County, north of Moore Station and south of fean 
Antonio, upon the International and Great Northern Railroad. 

April 18, 1904. The fumigation of the town of Moore was com- 
pleted to-day at 11 a. m. Every house and room in the town has been 



